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http://www.makingfriends.com/pro_swaphistory.htm
The History


The origin of SWAPS is Native American. Potlatch is the ceremonial exchange of gifts practiced by Native Americans of Northwest Coastal tribes. (More detailed info. about Potlatch  can be found on the above website.)


The idea of SWAPS was started at the original National Roundup Conferences. At that time a SWAP was a little remembrance that one Scout gave another. SWAPS are handmade, thus the girl is giving a part of herself to show friendship. Swaps are exchanged at National Conventions, Council events, Wider Ops, SU or neighborhood events, troop meetings and most frequently at day camp. They can have a tag attached with the event name and date or the Troop number, Council name or State. 


Swapping promotes friendship, and encourages girls to talk to other people.  SWAPS are great mementos of a good time as well as a great way to share something about where we live and what we do. 

Top of Page: Felt Smore, Spider, Fly Swatter (Don’t Let Life Bug You”)

Above: Mini Kaper Chart, Silver and Gold, GS Sign, Marbles (“to replace the ones you lost”), and a Clown (made on a pop can tab - “Just Clowning Around.”)

[image: image4]SWAPping Manners

SWAPping "do’s and don’ts" vary from council to council but there are some basic rules that everyone should be aware of. SWAPS for trade are carried separately from the ones you want to keep. Keepers are frequently pinned on to hats or bandanas. Sometimes they are pinned onto a specific area of a shirt. SWAPS for trade can be in a SWAP bag, zipper baggie, shoe box, a friendship tie or pinned onto ribbon, any thing that can be easily carried. SWAPS are usually 1" to 2".

It is considered very rude to refuse to swap with someone who asks. If you don’t like the item you have been given or already have an identical SWAP, accept it politely and give them one of yours with a Girl Scout smile. (Try to make your SWAPS something you would want to receive.) ALWAYS say thank you! 

Try to have a few extra SWAPS on hand for those people who don’t have any to give in return. Most SWAPS have a pin on them so they can be pinned to a hat or a shirt but they don’t have to. 

[image: image5]SWAPS should NOT contain edible food. Food items can attract bugs and critters when outdoors.
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Some SWAP idea sites:

http://www.gsswaps.net/

http://www.trudyd.homestead.com/swaps.html
http://www.makingfriends.com/swaps.htm
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Woods/4864/swaps/general.html
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Acres/3392/swaps.html
http://parentingteens.about.com/library/sp/gs/blswaps-index.htm

Back-to-School

Chalk Board SWAP

Supplies Needed:

3 - Short (2.5”) Popsticks

Black, Red, Green, and White  Fun Foam

White paint pen

Pin back

Sandpaper

Glue

Kitchen shears

1. Cut a  2x1.5” piece of Black fun foam. 

2. Cut off rounded ends on 1 of the popsticks, then cut it in half, and sand the rough edges. 

3. Glue 1 popstick to each of the long sides of the Black foam rectangle, and glue the cut pieces on the sides, making a frame.  

4. Cut a small apple shape out of red fun foam, and stem from green fun foam for apple.  Glue apple to one of the bottom corners of the popstick frame. (You can also subsitute an apple sticker.)

5. Cut small rectangle piece of white fun foam for piece of chalk.  Glue inside the bottom corner of the frame. (see photo).  

6. Use white paint pen to write words on black fun foam.  (You may have to go over it again after it dries for it to really stand out.) 

[image: image6]7. After all is dry - flip over and glue pin on the back.

[image: image7]Popstick Pencil SWAP

Supplies Needed:

Yellow or Natural wood Popsticks

Pink, Silver, and Beige or Yellow paint (Paint Pens work too)

Fine Black Permanent Marker

Sandpaper

Kitchen Shears

Pin Back

Glue

1. Cut popstick in half. Cut diagonals on the cut end to make point(don’t make too sharp!).  

2. Sand the rough edges. 

3. Natural wood popstick - paint all but point area yellow.  Let dry.

-OR- Yellow popstick - paint point area with beige, to look like sharpened end of pencil.

4. Paint rounded end pink for eraser.  Let dry.

5. Paint silver band underneath pink eraser. Let dry.

6. Use Fine Black permanent marker to make details - pencil lead tip, dashed lines along silver band, and down pencil body.

7. Flip over, and glue pinback on.
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Don’t have the time to prepare?

You can order SWAP kits!

http://swaps-a-lot.ecrater.com/

http://search.ebay.com/girl-scout-swaps_W0QQfnuZ1QQfsooZ1QQfsopZ3QQsascsZ1
http://www.makingfriends.com/scouts/swap_scouts.htm
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